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NOW THE SEASON
FOR BLACK BASS

the Trout the
Gamest Fish That Swims
in Fresh Water,

——————

CAPRICIOUS IN APPETITE

R ———

A Contrast In the Methods of
v. the Angler Sixty Years
Ago and To-day.

An Honr Long Rattle in the Delaware
With a Big Striped Hass - Minnesota's
Natural Deer Park - The Way to Cook
Plckerel—-The Neventeen Year Locust
8 Bleswsing In Disguise for the Trout
Fisherman -Honting the Quay Bird
in the 0ld Days in North Carolina.

*The hlack hasa season ia here ” said a
weteran of the angle, “and it reminds me
that I fished for that gamest of fishes of
inland watera mave the wild native hrook
trout, and killad many a big one, too, vears
and years hefore there waa such a thing
as a small niouth black bass known fn
New York, Pennaylvania or New Jersey,
or anywhere east of tha Allagheny River
@®xcept in Virginla watera. This was also
vears hefore the posaibilities of almost
matchless sport with this fish on light
tackle was even dreamed of.

*Om the Mjami River in Ohin, from which
sixty vears ago | havled some of the finest
specimenn of Ylack bass T have aver seen,
we fished with hand or throw lines, hig
and strong enough almost to tether a
bull. No such a thing as a leader had
aver hean heard of thera. The line was
fastenead to the hook hy a series af loops
along the shank. Shedder crawfish, soft
oraws, we used to call them, was tha only
bait the bass—just hass we called them
never hlack hase—would take.

*The soft craw was fastened securaly to
the hook un the throw line, which was from
M to 75 feet long. The fisharman took the
Hne in hix right hand about twa feet above
the hook, having the rest of the line ar-
ranged on the ground so it wonld »lav
out freelv, and whirling the haited hook
around at the end of the two fast of line
until sufficiont momentum was ahtalne
let go of the line as the hook was in nroper
prosaition In the air, and {7 the fsherman
was expert the hook and line would go
shooting out over the ,water swiftly,
dropping with the bait and with nearly
1* not all of the line taken out.

*The fisherman then fastened the shore
end of his lina to a peg in the ground and
waited for tha bass to come along and
take that soft eraw with the hook in it
Sometimes the hass would come and some-
timea it wouldn't, for the flsh it seems had
‘he same capricious temper in its native
laters mixty vears ago that it ehowa to-
Tay. to our disappointment and disgust,
'\ the eastern streams and lakea of {ta
fdoptive habitat. When he did come
along and take in the hook with the soft
craw on [t, though, thera was no mis-
taking his taking of it for that of any
other fish ’

*The sudden quick movement of tha
Hne in the river, eithier to ane side ar the
other, and its instant coming 10 a stop
within a distance of two or threa feat,
told the fisherman on the shore that a
bass had seized his bait with the swift
rush upon it invariable with the sirike
of the black hass, but the fisherman simply
rat still. He knew what that hass was
dolng and just what it would do pretty

soon. It was getting that eaft craw inside | funiper and eypress swampa of that part | member of the angling fraternity
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’mmlium aizad bright fly if fly fishing. If
ltrolling for hasa I have invariably found
lihn Skinnar fluted casting apoon, No. 1,
| the moet killing hire
i “But no fish is as fastidious and change-
able in its food taste as the amall mouth
i black basa, and the person who goes out
I--nm-hng to take hia fish on the fly will
be a foolish angler if he doesn't take
lalong with him an assortment of baits,
|Even  this precautlon may not in-
aure him a succesaful issne of the day'a
fishing, but the probability 1a that ha will
find at least one of his assortment to the
taste of the bass, and It may be that all
of it will do some killing at some time
during the day

“Live minnows, young lampreys, erick-
ota, froga, dobson, grasshoppers, larve of
the dragon fly, baby catfish and even the
humble angleworm will at some time or
another appeal to the black baas, if not in
one water in another. In mome waters,
early in the season, they rise readily to
the flv, but in others, perhaps in the same
vicinity, the fly {a uselesa the vear round.

“Taking evervthing into consideration,
I have found the trolling spoon the most
dependable lure for thia capricious fish
It may be well to may, though, that if a
peraon bought all the trallinge apparatue
that is recommended by the fishing tackle
people he would have to take a man
along to carry it, a pocket full of money to
pav the Lill for it, and in the ¢end would
have to catch his flsh with the ever suc-
eeasfi] ailver hook or eome home fiahlegs

“Black basa, like all other fish bite or
risa to tha fly or troll best on a clondy
day, but with equal readiness in bright
woather when the water s rafflad by a
wind; some fishermen say a southwest
wind [« the bast. More bass can be taken
aven when whitecaps are running than on
a perfectly quist day. Rough water haa
two advantages. The fish can't sca vou
and If you are balt fishing it keeps your
bait moving.

“When flshing in a lake or stream in
which thera ia eel grass or lily pada |
allow my lure, whaether it la iy, bait or
troll, to approach the adge of the waads
or pads as closely as possibla. A black
hasa, like a trout, has his favorite Inrking
place in which he is concealed and lurke
for prev.

*“He is also partial to sunken logs and
rocks and around such retreats the hig
ones will always be sure to tarry  And
ha loves to sport among the uncanny
placea that form under old dame and
among the rocks at the foot of bridge
piers

*If you notice as vou flsh in such places
on a claar day vou may see some old
mosshack of a bass lolling aquietly by the
wide of a rock or moving with =low dig-
nity to and fro among them, his eye out
for trespassing minnows. The chances
are if vyou have come gtealthily to the
place and he hasn't ssen yon or your
shadow ha will awim lazily up to the
tampting bait vyou drop in tha water, stop
when near it, give it a critical inspection’
geem to shit one eve and open his mouth
in a smile, wag his tail and turn back to
the rock below, swimming about to see
whethar some overconfident minnow or
other fry is treapassaing in his domain
Let that emart old chap alones for the
day, hut go quietly back to his lurking
place when night haa fallan, drop a lively
minnow down ameng the rocks and {f
vou don't come home after a fight in the
dark that will give vyou lasting jov, with
four good ponunds of black bass, then he
must have gone awav for the evening
or you hunglead the job ®

HUNTING THE QUAY BIRD.

Sport With the Night Heron No Longer
Permitted in North Carolina,

*It is againat the law to hunt the quay
bird now.” rald a native of tha “dismals”
distriet of tha North Carolina peninsula,
“and of eoursa it ought to he, hut we
nsad to think we had a heap of fun gath-
aring in tha long legged, wary, keen
earad crittera. I don't know just why
wa found gport in i, though, for they
weren't any good for the table, :

“It was the swampers that gave the
Ihird the name of quay bird, applying
it from the ery the hird utters at oertain
| timea, a cry that sounds like ‘quay, quay,
li.",,.;- ' You will perhaps know it batter

It is

{by ita proper name of night heron.
I by no meana nearly as common in the

ing  concluerions with the full grown
night heron, I guess.

*They reemed to know the exact dis-
tance at which a shot could reach them
and watched every movement of the
hunter. Timing him and measuring his
proximity with almost unerring accuracy,
they would take wing with an aggravat-
ing shriek, as if voicing their satisfaction
over their smartness and their enjoy-
ment of his disappointment.

“Even whan a hunter suceeaded in
getting a shot at a night heron, if he did
not kill it, or wound it eo it was helpless,
he was sure to have trouble before he
bagged hin game, If simply erippled, the
hird would seek a hiding place in the
bushes or thick reeds. If the shelter was
insufficient or the hiding place was un-
covered h]v the hunter, the wounded
heron would inatantly put itself in fierca
battle array, and with its triple feathered
crest erect, ita long bill anapping, its eyes
blazing with fury, prepare to defend
iteelf to the end

*Brought thus to bay, the wounded
heron would fight savagely with Lill and
claws, and itsa clawa are so sharp and
strong that many a time they have proved
a weapon 8o effectual that the hunter was
compelled to retreat from close combat
with the desperate hird A wounded
heron will likewise deliver telling hlows
with its wings, and more than one over-
confldent heron hunter has been knocked
uenerless

“All the whila & heron wonnded battles
for ita life with a hunter it utters loud and
harsh cries, doubtless n sienal of distress,
for it freaquently happened that the
hunter would suddenly find himself eon-
fronted hy other anery but uneriopled
herong, which had come to the assistance
of their companion in his diffenlty. In
such cases the hunter not abmndantly
supplied with gmmunition alwavs found
nriidence the Oetter part of valor and
loft the field to 1he wounded heron and ita
birethren *

BLACK BASS LIKE IT.

Pickerel Belly a Bait That Lures When
Other Kinds Fall,

“There are undoubtedly times when the
hlack base 1 off his feed, when the most
tempting live bait, frog, minnow, hel.
gramite or nightwalker will fail to in-
torest him,”® gald the veteran angler. At
siich timea he ia apt to sull, and even those
murderoua plugs with an array of gang
hooka will not arouse his vugnacious
spirit; for I am convineced that thesa de-
vices only make him mad. He doean't
g0 at them bhecausa he thinks thev nre
good to eat; give him credit for having
more sense than that. He attacks them
because they anger hilm and make him
want to fight.

“At such times manv fishermen will
advise you to use pork rind, and will tell
vou of successful catches after all live
baits had failed. [ take such stories with
a grain of salt. My experience has boen
that if a bass won't take something alive
he jan't going to bother with anything
dead, at least with nothing that has been
dead o long as a chunk of salt pork

“I used to try the pork bait oecasionally
on cloudy days or after sundown, and had
about as good luck with it as the next
fellow; but if [ am flshing for bass in water
where thera are pickerel I much prefer a
strin of nickerel belly

“I eatch a small pickeraly cut him open
and slice off a strip of the helly about four
inchea long and an inch wide, [ shape
thia to a point at one end ahd slice 41 half
way up, leaving the blunt end for the hook
Thia gives it & motion in the water like
the hind legs of a frog in action. Am 5
casting bait to strip in by hand, eoiling the
line in the hottom of the hoat, 1 find it very

offective

“It stands to reason that the pickerel
belly is more attractive to bass than pork
rind. Many a fish has heen lost with pork
bait becauss the instant he gets it in his
mouth he realizea it ign't what he thought

it was, and unless hooked the moment he |

etrikea, he ejacts it from hia mouth
“This is not tha case with the etrin of
ickerel belly.  He gets a taste of the flah,
iis natural food, and holda on tait.  Give
him time to turn the bait in hismouth, juat
as with a frog or live minnow, and he is
youur«
" “1 have found that under certain condi-
tiona, expecialle if the water (s roiled or
there in A heave ripnle on the aurface a
small aponn just above the hook will serve
to attract attention to the bhait  RBut
under anv cireumatancea 1 think vou will
find the nickeral helly hait far superior
to the old fashioned pork rind *

TROU'T FEAT THFEM.

Angler Calls the Seventeen Year Loeoysts
A Blessing In Disguise,

*In epite of a prevailing beliaf to the
contrary, the seventeen vear loenst fs a
blessing in diagaien,” said a Staten Island
“'m

of it, and when that was done the lina | °7 Y0rth Carolina as it used to be, but | going to tell vou ahont it

would begin to move slowly out inte the
river.

“The slower it went, &0 the fishermen
used to say out there, the higger the hass
was that was maving away with it. When
that movement hegan the fisherman roan,
took hold of tha line, and when all the
slack was out he gave n smart jerk on it,
and quickly following that jerk, up out of
the water and two feet above it would
comse leaping n quivering flsh, The hook
was in ite jaw, and the fisherman stoically
hauled the <tout line in, hand aver hand,
and the fish had to come along if its jaw
held out

*Still, with all that odds agiinst it 1ha
hassa would throw so much stubborn re-
wistance and fight so valiantly agninst
heing landed that it ia te me now one of
the oddest of things that no black hass
fishermen with experienca of such flehts
In those days awake to the possibilities
of sport with that game fish on a light
rod and tackle. Asmatterof fact though
such things as light rods and tackls wore
unknown in those rare old angling dava
thereabout. The fishpole cut in the woods,
the hinder twine line and the ring fish
hook made up the best outflt we knew.
But we eertainly did eateh fish

*To-day tha hlack bass ja almost ovary-
where, its muperior game qualities are
recognized and it pursuit 18 the chief
ambition of nine out of every ton anglars
Yet it in amazing how little the avirnge
person who goes out to have saport with
it knows even now about the best way to
take black hass,

“In the first place a large proportion
of thoae who go angling for hlack bass
don't know the difference hetween a
small mouth and a large mouth hass,
That may be immaterial though, for while
the small mouth black hass ia the cleaner
out, more soldierly fighter on the hook
and far better on the tabla the large
mouth showa ahout
resisting capture as doea {ta finer hrad
oousin, and some {ishermen like this
bass batter because it growa much larger
timn the other, its weight thus adding to
irs capacity for resistanco

“But the small mouth black basa is | ducks, and they seek safoty in the soft

the one the seientiflc angler will go furth-
eat to tackle, and mize and woight con-

wsidered, with the one exception of m.-l

trout, It s the pluckiest, gamiest 11l that
awime in fresh water. Ttis the ane too that

8o many fishermen go out to catch and | eall one another with that peculiar ery
il
Liorw
doesn't always come in with a strng 1o

don't, because they don't know low
though the man who does kiow

his eredit at 1hat
1 fsh for small mouth black Ve
the sarno rod and ine that 1 use on o

W

caslon iu bait fisling for trout, except |
usa a doubile leador, a long shanked hook
With no sidewise flue W using bait, and a

the same tactics in |

ith

it &till lingers in the old time haunts, and |
Leontinues to he one of thea most interesting
of all the ecreatures that inhabit lhu-.n:
‘dismals,' as we term them locally
although to tha nature lover they are
| not dismnl at all
1 “To me the only thing that has made |
them dismal ia the invasion of the lum-'
i berman, who is spoiling them by chopping |
'awny their venerahle trees. It is to the |
undisturbed portions of these dismals
that the night heron still resorts in the |
spring, takes posaession of its old haunts |
ind rears its young, usually rebuilding |
the nest that has been the domicile of its |
ancestora for tima out of mind

“In threa weeks the young herons are
hatched and they are go vigorous that
they do not tarry a moment in the nest, |
but eclimb out and elambar to tha top-
mosat branches of the parent tree, where
they cling and clatter. There ara four !
voung ones in each nest and as every |
particular nestling leaves the egg with
an appetite demanding instant and eon- |
tinuous attention the squawking they |
keep up would make the untutored \'innnr!
to the swamp at onee ask for the neareat 1
way out |

“Added to tha bahel of sound prn.!
canding from the young heronas is the shrill |
ery of the old birds, as if sharply ordering |
| the youngsters to shut up or let their|
| victuals stop  their mouths. But al-|
though the throats of a thousand herona, |
young and old, might be filling the swamp |
| with a deafening and discordant chorus, |
the gight of a hunter ereeping and crawl-
{ing through the tanglad underbrush and
| bogs would instantly hush every voice,
| and the swamp in that fiumediate vicinity
i;w..fulrl become aa silent as it was noisy
| harfore
| It was at such times that the swarnper
hunting for his bag of yonung quay birds
would et his opportunity They are
export hiders and ecan conceal them-
welves amonyg the hranches of the trees,
a0 us to defy the keenest eyes seeking
to dikcover  them. Sometimos  when
frichtened by the presence of foes thaey
will throw themselves into the watep
heneath them, and although they are
not wehfooted mul as yot very roant of
feathers, they can swim and dive like

mud of the shores or in any hole or hiding
place they can find

“hunowing these traita of the young
birda tha hunter had only to hidé him-
| #ell and remain quiet  In a few minutos
Fihes fenrs of the quay birds abate They

|

theirs, and as the cories are answered
they peep out of their hiding places and
hewtn to set up tholr sguawk again for
something to eat, the old birds in the
L meantime having risen hich n the air
fondd circled abont as of reconnoitring,
hee ol herons are extromely wary
Their senee of hearimg is so aoute that it

*Last wonk Tranup to Gresnwood Lake
and while T was thera [ fshed some of the
lHttle satreams near by for tront. They

+ | are not wonderful trout streams, bhut 1| M naway

have never failad to et enaugh for break-
fast. Thia time T found them ao low
from the lack of rain that only in the pools
wnaa it possible ta flah at all
trout in the paola ware Ao seary that it
was necessary to &talk them with as greagt
care a8 ona would stalk a deap

“The firet day 1 climbed aver the Pall-
vale Mountain to Black Creek, where
there is a stretoh of stroam about half s
mile long tumbling daown throngh a rocky
gorge ecalled Butrtermill Falls

with Intermediato pool

trout wore gatherad
“('rosaine the mountain, 1 noticed that

a aned in thesa thae

| on overy bush and shruh wern dozens of

aavontaen voar locusta that had just made
their appearance.  They kept up a huzz.

| ing, droning chorvs sounding not unlike |

the whirr of distant machinery. I picked
aoveral off the bushes and examinad them
closely and found them to be very at-
tractiva in their coloring, much maore ao
than the ordinary locust we anre avery
Aummer

“Wall, when 1 reached the creel 1
fished down throngh the gorge with flies,
nsing some I consldered especially at-
tractive to rainbows, for this stream was
atocked with the Western trout about
five yoars ago.  All my best offorts wera
in vain, #o 1 turned and fished up with
angle worms, catehing a few native brook
trout, only two of which wore large enough
ta keop.  All this time the droning of the
locusts had been sounding in my ears,
and suddenly the thonght ocourred to mae
that perhaps tha trout might like them
aa o change of diet,

“1 soon had five or six in my hait box,
and selecting a likely looking pool I cast
Mr, Locust directly in the shadow of an
overhanging rock where there was an
oddy of white foam from the waterfall
above. He hit the water rather heavily,
but that made no difference. His legs
began to twiteh and his beautifully colored
wings gave o slight flutter when bang!
the trout had him, and down again into
the pool.

“When [ beached the fish after a good
struggle, for [ was fishing with a five ounce
rorl und had no landing net, T was de-
Hghted to find he was o rainbow and
measired  oxactly 12 inches, And |
Kot one in overy pool whore I had provi-
ously ti=hed with baoth 1y and worm, all
on locusts and all measuring about the
BRUAIME w20

“On two sucesssive days 1 tried two
other brooks with the same bait and had
almost ns ;im-rl luek, Thews stronms
have no rainhow in them, but the native
tront I got wore all worth keoping and
the heauty of it was that 1 wasn't hothered
by the littla A locust is a4 pretty

wis a difficult matter for o person hunt-
ing them to gat near enough to ona for a

shot - That was why | found sport in try-

Jnllnwn

good mouthful, I admit, but you must
remember that a full grown trout has a
pretty hig mouth

“And another thing There's a pond

And the |

Thora |
| ia A merles of about half a4 doazen cascades | by

UN, SUNDAY, JUNE

near whera [ live on Btaten Island that
affords f‘ood black bass ﬂahini. After
1 got back from (ireenwood Lake I strolled
over thers to see how things looked, in
anticipation of the opsning of the base
season on the 16th of this month. With
my trouting experience still fresh in my
mind, 1 caught several locusts and threw
them into the pond. And the way those
basa gobbled them up almost made me
disregard a rule I have followed all my
lifa, never to take game out of sesson.”
- —

VENGEANCE OF THE BLUEJAYS

Upon a Horse That Had by Accident
Destroyed Their Nest,

“I hated to do i." sald a suburban
@waller, “for the birds were so pretty
and had remained about my place in the
country all winter, merving greatly to
brighten things up during the sombre
reason, but [ had either to make away
with them or let themn make away with
my horse

“Along one gide of a fleld that atretches
away from the rear of my place is a thick
growth of bushes. Varlous kinds of birds
find that thicket favorable for their nest-
ing places. The fleld iteelf in let as a
pasture, and in the sapring and early sum-
mer the cattle and horses pasturing there
vary their diet by browsing on the sweet
and tender voung foliage of the th cket.
Among the three or four horses in the
field along in May was my horse, an un-
pretending and kindly old fellow and
almost one of the family

“One day 1 was working in my garcden
when | heard bluejays down in the thicket
along tl e field fence making more noine
than s usual even with those birds of
harsh and atrident volea. lLooking down
that wav, ] saw four bluejays engaged ln‘
fieroe and persistont assault on my horse.

“They wara darting at him from all
sides. pecking at his face, striking him
in the nack and nipping his ears. The
poor okl nag ran firat one way and then
another to escape the assaulta of the ex-
oitnd and shrieking birds, but he was
handad off by them whichever way he
turned

®As thore might be danger of the horse
being hlinded by some well aimed atroke
of a bluniay’'s sharp bill, I hurrled down
to lend him my aid in escaping from the
virlous birds  Fven after [ arrived on the
scane and took the horss by the mane
and led him away from the spot the in-
furiated java hovered about and followad
us. making frequent hold dashes on the
horse and inflicting jaba that made him
jump

“I 1ad the horse to the far side of the
field and the hirds returned to the thicket.
whaera thay held noisy consultation at one
particular spot and ssemed to be in great
{tribulation It was evident that my horse
had offended the bluejavas In some way,
and to discover if possible in what way
I walked over to tha thicket. At the spot
whare tha clamor of the jays was con-
centrated 1 found on the ground the bodiea
of threa nawly hatchad bhluejays

“The four old birds ecircled about me
with noisa and fury for a while aa if in-
clined to hoald me reaponsible in some way
for the tragady.  Then they dashed away
across the fleld toward wherae my horse
had resumed his quiet feeding and ar-
riving thare angrily renawad their attack
upon him

“I hurriad thither and again resened
him from the furious birds and they flaw
velling back to the thicket. As often as
the horsa waa |aft to himeelf in tha pasture
the javs attacked him as flarcelv as ever
and T was compelled to remove him from
the flald. The birds made no attack on
any other of the horsea, although two of
tham wera feading near the apot where
the hirds were clamoring in the bushes

“Tha iava became aniet after a while
and presumahly went about their businesa.
Beliaving that the unfortunate incident
was closad, T turned my old horse Into the
pasture again, but ha had no sooner
hegun to crop tne grass than the jays
emerged from the thicket again and re-
newad the agsault on him with all the old
fury. 1 resouad him onece more and took
him hame and shut him in the barn

“A rond passes along the flald on the
other side of the thicket and ia much
travellal by teams  Two or three days
nfter the affair hetween the bluejays
and my horse I hooked the horse to my
buggy for a drive to the village As he
| was iogging along by the thicket thome
{blieiava recognized him and instantly
'arsailed him  That wams too much for
even the staid old nag to put up with,
inln_fi he took the hit in his teath and in
| Bpite of all T caontld do ran away
| “And didn't thosa infernal iays keep
(vight along with him for half a mile,
nreing him to still greater effort in his
stunt hy pecking him and
| Iabhing him and  velling in his ears'
| They auit then and went back to the
| thicket wvelling econgratilationa to one
another at tha top of their Jlungs. 1T
nevar got the old horsa slowad down
"until we got to town, about two miles.
| “No damage was done excapt to my
tomper That was wracked so that
when [ got home, returning by A round-
about wav to esacape the danger of
anather  furons  hlueiay  asaanlt and
| passibly mare damage to my temper if
[to ;n.'him: elsa, 1 went for those java with
| ghimt i)

e ':.] 1-11.?] to do it, but T eonldn’t atand

and gee my  horse constantly in
inapardy, and T didn't want to sell him
| At the eama time T sippose the iaya had
| aoma excuga for their enmity against the
| haran, for there {8 no doubt that while
ha wna hrowsing along the adge of the
| thirket ha had poillad down a limb on
lwhich a family of blieiaya had their
‘pn-u and tmhblel the yvoung onea out
of It to tha ground. The jays were
aimrly wreaking venesanca on the de-
snoilar of the nest, although T am sure
the old horee wenldn't hava dumped
that neet for all the fuley ‘?“. e there
was In the thicket if he only had known.”

WAYS OF COOKING TROUT,

Enough Recipes to Provide One for Each
Day of the Year,

Aa for cooking the trout aftar it is
caught, thero is a differant recipe for
overy dav in the year, varying with the
apicnrean tastea of the nountry. Whether
it apnesra on the menu aa truite, Bach-
forells, Teichforelle or Gwiniad, or plain
“hrook trout” does not matter, for there
are a hundred and one disguises for the
delicate pink and white flesh,

The French do it up & la Cambacares
in Rhine wine, with ollves and trufes,
snyda the Epicure, and A la Chambard
means that Chablis is used also with
truMea and other good things in the
soductive sauoe,

(Giautier style {8 supposed to be a oredit
to the great Théophlle Gautler,and Jeanne
d'Arc has also reoeived the compliment
of having a regout of trout named for
her. A la St, Florentin, & la Champignol,
Daumont and Frangalse are other ao-
cepted modes, and trout A la Condé ie
ofton found on formal dinner menus.

Spaniards dresa trout with anchovy
butter and staff it with fine herbs,and In
France and Spain the red trout or char
are a great delicacy when simply cooked.

Cauny Beoty dress their trout from
Loch Lomond with white cream sauce,
and it {8 not to be despised with het ban-
nooks or fresh oaten cakes.

The Dutch serve trout with sauce Hal-
andaise, usually bolled and served hot,
and in Norway-and Bweden t
with their roe is a dainty which American

rmmmohndommn people
here to enjoy.

Russians and Poles boil trout more
frequently than to broil it and the Rus-
siangy are past masters in the making
of coulibao or & dellcious hot pie made
with puff paste, trout, truffies and other
good things.

The Polish dish of trout Romanow is an
epicurean delight, and Russian matelote
of brook trout and medallions of brook
trout with Russian salad are in their way
quite as de)icious as the SBwedish cold
bolled trout in jelly of the Itlaian mode
invented by Count Carlo Borromeo of
Milan, which inocludes sardine butter
and Italian sauce in its composition.

Brook trout Provencal have a dash of
garlio, like everything else from Provencal
kitchens, but their trout in court bouillon
is preferred by the Normans. The Ger-
mans combine trout with the roe of their
nationa: fish, the carp, and in Geneva and
other Hwiss towns the trout ia simply
broiled and served with lemon and melted

butter.
The English have various dishes of

trout, including trout with potatoes and
shrimps, trout with crayfish tails, trout
with green peas, brook trout with caper
sauce and trout with shrimp sauce. Bou-
chées of trout with Bachamel sauce are
not half bad, neither are trout masked in
anchovy cream sauce, or fillets of trout
with white Piedmontalse truffies or trout
with carp balls.

The sea trout which are caught in the
mouth of the nay River are cooked
in & delicious fashion by Antoine or Pierre
or some of the French Canadian guides of
the Richelieu and Ontario preserves, and
hack in the mountain lakes not far from
Tadousac one may bring out hundreds of
speckled trout-from their haunts, or per-
haps if one wishes greater sport let him
to the haunts of Henry van Dyke, the
scenes of his *Days Off” in the Marguerite
salmon rivers, and after he has caught the

reat gamy salmon let him wrap their

lets in green leaves, then a coating of
wet clay or mud and bury them in the
hot ashes under a crackling fire of birch
and poplar lt;{.n.

Or in the ufslo‘ Lakes if he wants
sdmething new, let him hunt up Spoff
Flint, who i known from Rangeley to
Errol Dam, and ask him to make one of
his famous trout chowders with at
slices of salmon trout, milk, onionmand po-
tatoes.

“But,” the writer says in conclusion,
“after allthe globe trotter who has eaten
trout in_all climes at state banquets, at
gilded Parisian restaurants, at forei
embasaies and mountain hotels in' the
Tyrol, is likely to with me, 1 think,
and say that a brook trout, dipped in In-
dian meal and fried with crisp slices of
salt pork in a plebeian frying pan, is the
king of all modes of cookingthe npeckled
beauties.”

BATTLE ROYAL WITH A FISH.

This Angler Proud of Catching a Big
Striped Bass In the Delanare.

“The battle royal of my life with a
game fish,” said an angler of wide and
varied experience with the rod, “was
with a ten pound striped basa

“A ntriped basa of that size is nowadays
something to boast of by fishermen who
seek that strenuous fish in the turmoil
of the ocean surf or in ita haunts in the
estuaries of the sea coast, although when
thesa fish were more plentiful than they
are now a twenty-five pounder was rot
uncommon and sixty pounders not
unknown. This particular ten pound
atriped bass of which T have pleasant
memory was hooked and killed in the
clear, cold, rippling fresh water of the
upper Delaware River a hundred and
more milea from the sea.

“lI was stayving a few days at a Dela-
ware Valley village one fall some years
ago, and out early one morning for a
atroll toward the river I met a native with
two hig fish strung on a forked stick.
The smight of them surprised me and 1
stopped the man and asked him where
in the world he got thoss fish. |

“'Them rockfish? said he. ‘Katched |
‘sm in the river last night. Only got |
ten last night, as they wasn't runnin’
very good. These here two s spoke for |

for '‘em.’ |

*The rockflsh were striped bass and
good eight pounders. The thing that !
amazed me, though, waa that striped bass |
should be taken in that fresh water mo
far away from the sea. [ learned that |
they wera no novelty there, having heen |
caught as long as any one could rnmem-j
ber every fall. They were taken in eel
racka.

“No one thereabout had ever thought
of fishing for the bass with hook and line.
I knew the extraordinary game qualities
of the atriped hasa and the idea of ac-
complishing the unheard of feat of killing
a striped bass with hook and line in those |
far away mountain waters appealed to me.
There was no tacke thersabhout fitted for
striped bass, so I sent to New York and got
mine,

“I had no necess¥y for getting any of |
the baita we used in the home waters, |
for 1 found that the striped basa that fell
to the eel racks in the Delaware were
feeding on small, silvery fish, which were |
strange to me and which on inquiry 1
found were young shad, the product of
the spring's hatching. As there were |
many of them intercepted every night !
by the eel racks I had no trouble in getting |
balt.

“One October moming 1 rowed across
the river to the Jersey side, landing n
mile up stream, at the head of a rift in
which an eel rack was set. The bed of
the Delaware River is rocky, and a rift
im a stretch of move or less fall that makes
of the water passing over it a minilatura
rapid.

“Near the shore at the head of this rift,
just where the water began ita flight
over the stony fall in a glassy reach of
stream, was a deep, eddying pool, over-
hung by water birches-that darkened it
with thelr ahade. A hundred feet ahove
the pool 1 waded into the river walgt
deep and cast so that I drew my shadlesd
bait slowly along the auter edge of it,
between that and the upper end of the
ool rack wing on that side of the rift where
the water began ita swift entrance to that
thoroughfare leading to the trap below,
I had judged that the pool would be n
good lurking place for a striped bass.

“1 must have judged rightly, for I had
trailed my hook and bait less than half
way along the edge of that pool when I
felt the unmiatakable chug that telegrapha
to the fisherman the strike of a striped
bass, the line suddenly tautened, the thick
tip bent into a half circle, the reel began
to whirr at lightning speed, and T knew
that the vim and fury of at least one
striped bass had not been lost to him by
his coming Into those mountain waters
far away from the sea.

“And I soon found that fighting with a
atriped basa In water where the sea room
was limited and oharacterized by a
bettom of slippery stones and swift
tumbles of rooky rifta oalled for skill
and endurance on the part of the angier
exoeeding even those qualities required
of him in handling a big fish in the sudf.
At firat this basa confined himself to the
pool In making his rushes, and then
suddenly he made a dash out into the
ewift upper water of the rift and then
rlwmir- in the rapid leading to the eel
rack. The reel whirred and whirred,

although with one thumb I was putting | was of these sand

an' I'm takin' ‘em to the man that spoke | | pal

Jersey shore
shore and a long stretch of the shore
a

down which T had made my wild rush

{in a storm 1 reeled in line against the
| faltering retreat of the fish,

on brakes with all my might I strove
to check ti rush of the fish in that di-
rection, as if he kept it he would go head-
long into the rack, thus apolling my
sport and robbing me of the credit of
landing him and of establishing & record
in angling in the upper reaches of the
Delaware Rliver.

“Almost 200 feet of my line was rpun
off the reel by the rushing Sab I8 spite

| water,

bars and .
The bass was wiggling to get |
but [ threw myeself ¢ !
water and on top of the sty
“I wasn't a second oo = .

a desperate grab for the fisi ,
him in both hands just Lok
It was the work of only an
to slide a finger up under a g,
the bass out. [ never paus-|
until 1 had carried him of
across the slip of water thy

of my efforts to check him, and he was
at the very entrance of the eel rack. The
water tumbling over the rocks made an
almost deafening noise, but I am uura'
that if any one had been atanding on the
further shore just then he could have
heard above the sound of the rapids the
groan that escaped me

“Whether the bass did not like the
appearance of things at the mouth of
that fish trap or whether he had found
he was towing too heavy a load | cannot
say, but as he faced the yawning trap
he turned and came swiftly back up the
rapid. Not so swiftly, however, but
that I was able to take in the slack line

as fast as he came, ro that when he
emerged from the rapid and veered back
to the pool again I held him once more
with a taut line, He rushed wildly about
in the pool, this way and that way, on~e
or twice leaping from the water and
t~ying to shake the hook loose. Then |
raw that he was o prize that would have
heen worth gaining even from the tossing
surfl where the hig ones

“While the bass kept to the pool 1 took
advantage of it to wade out toward the
middle of the river, where the water was
shallower, hoping to lead the fish that
war and hold him from another dash
down the rift and the possibility of his
;et meeting his fate ‘in_the fish trap

ut the bass was not inclined to be led
out into the river and he started down
streamn again. This time, though, he
passed outside the Jersey shore wing of
the eel rack and took to the smooth glide
of water that lay between that wing and
the shore, a reach of stream perhaps a
hundred feet wide running down a good
300 feet to where the river broademed
out below the rift

“] was unable to hold the fish in check,
and he soon whirred off nearly all the line
on my reel, and as he showed no inten-
tion of turning back up the gliding pas-
sage nothing was left for me to do but
follow on the trail of the bass if possible,
and I took the trail. How l ever managed
to make my wayv along that coursa and
maintain my footing on the slipvery atones
of all sizes and shapes through the swift
water of various and unknown depths,
keeping the rushing bass in hand the
while, until I came to the securer ground
of the Lroad and quist waters below the
rift ix to this day a myvstery to me, but |
did it, and as the bass changed his
mancuvres when he found that different
environment 1 soon regained a good
portion of the line to my resl, thus getting
& new tenure of advantage in the fight

“But though the desperate fish ran no
longer straight awav he by no means
stopped his atmggl'm[g, He simpl
changed his course. He made a rus
toward the Pennsylvania shore, but came
to a sudden stop when he had whisked
fifty feet of line from the reel, paused a
moment and then turned back with a
rush for the New Jersey side, making
three leaps from the water as he sped
?lung in & distance of less than a hundred

eet

“Again he stopped suddenly, paused a
moment a= if eonsidering what it would
be best for him to do next and then headed
himself swiftly and directly toward me
where | stood almoat waist deep in the
water. He came 5o fast that it was im-
possible for me to take up the slack of
the line, and while I did not think of it
on the morent the belief came to me soon
afterward and [ hold to it yet that the bass

d a deep laid plan in that movement
of his. 1t was to whip around me as I
stood in the water, take a hitch about m
legs with the line, as [ have seen blac
bass and trout do with a line about a
projectmfg root or unng(g‘ log, and thus
rot a hold that would enable him to break
oose from the hook.

“And there isn’t any doubt but that he
would have carried out his plan if I had
remained in my position, but with the
mtention of aiding my reel in taking up
the slack in the line I began to move
backward as fast as I could in the water.
I had taken but a few steps in that way
when I slipped from a_round stone I had
got my foot on and fell sidewise into the
water,

“Although I went under with thesprawl,

I

eld my rod steady above me and
acrambled to my feet. That change of
position upset the fish's plan and the
commotion in the water frightened him
to another course and 1 had scarcely got
to my feet before the line was taut ggaln
and the bass was whirring it of? the
reel in a dash diagonally upstream di-
rectly toward the turbulent water where
the eel rack discharged the owerflow of
the rift from above

“He took ont 200 feat of my line before
he reached that spot, and as he tarried
in that tumbling torrent I walked toward
it, reeling in line as 1 walked, endeavoring
dt the same time to draw the aAway
from the rest he was getting. [ succeeded
and away he went again toward the

“Many little randbars lay along that

itealf was gently sloping sand. This was
fortunaté thing for me, as I found a
little later on. T followad along after the
fish as fast as I could, and when he was
within a few yards of the shore the water
became too shallow for him and he turned
and started up the rapid stretch of stream

on his trail when he started from the pool
above the head of the rift.

“He was weakening, as I could plainly
see, and 1 hurried to one of the sandbars
near the shore, took my position on it
and proceeded to manage the basa from
there. With my rod bending llke a tree
He gradually
rave way to the ‘)Tl‘ﬂﬂlll’ﬁ on him and
wian answering the tug of the line by
turning in his course. 3

rom the maln shore and wirir '},
{Ilﬂl and r on the ::I]ll i bk

of a choke cherry bhush

“Just an hour T had been 1
game fish to a finish, and |
was almost as nearly finshed |,
was. Butlhad landed aten o o0 L,
bass from fresh water high ., *

Pennsyivania hilla a hundred 1 .\' :
from ite home in the sea, ani | . , ..‘.‘|
wouldn't have minded it muon | ¢ had
broken & leg in doing it 1 had e g
grand experience witl, «t, f Vigsa
u):rroeadented. unique, 1 belvin ona
before which all my other e oy
periences, many of thiem i)
ment and thrills, became more fonta

of the sport "

WAY TO COOK PICKI L

A Recipe Sald to Make & Desplaeg Vish
Equal to Trout.

“The trouble with vour finicos
men who decry the pickere) 1o
fish to have sport with but 4.«
eat i4." said a New York man w,
pions that fish of small pulelirig
much jaw, “that they don't know b,

couk the pickerel after they huve gl
him. 1 confess thar I didn't know how
mysell until [ heard Manly Harde 1.
old Maine woodeman, deliver tiself

on the subject one dayv.

“'People who come 1o Maine fron o
States,' said he, 'seemn 10 think that trog
are the only fish to eat, Lut mo~: ([ oy
Maine people, who are where they can ge
both pickerel and trout, don't pur the
former aside for the latter, not Ly a good
deal. They regard pickerel as a0 oger
the equal of trout; and pickere! have
also the saving quality of not palling
on the palate nearly so quickly as trag
will

“The way we cook pickerel to have
them better than trout is simple byt
effective. Take a large pickerel, sav from
two to four pounds. clean it nicely and
split it clean down the back. Then split
it again under the backbone < as 19
remove that hone and most of 1he small
ribs. Then rub with fine salt, putting
most of it on the thickest parte of the
fish Lap the sides of the fish tagether
or put two fish flesh to flesh and let it fo
for several hours or over night, so aa
slightly to corn the flsh, as the salting
must not be too heavy

“‘When the pickerel is wanted for ronk-
ing. wash it clean, place it fully spread ot
on & wire broilar and broil before a 9t
fira. When both sides are thoroughly
cooked serve with plenty of fresh hutter
spread on, and if you do not call it squy
to any fresh water fish that swims, hrook
trout not excepted, then I don't envy vy
vour judgment on the edible qualities f
fish. And cooked in that way pickera
is just as good when cold, and that is some
thing that can't be sald of any other fis),
I know of '

“After trying Hardy's receipe for cook.
ing :.J)'lakerel found that he had under.
stated ite resulta if anything. [ venture
to saay that if some of these carpers a
ricknr«l will paste that recipe in their
hats and treat a pickerel according to it«
directions thev will no longer look askant
at the misjudged flah, but will be reads
to take their rods and trolls and go out
for many a bout with him, and ever after
declare that when a pickerel has a fair
chance in water free from weeds or lilv
pads he can fight as long as most tront
of the same erirze.

“And they won't have to go more than
fifty miles away from New York in almost
any direction to find the material a-plenty
to warrant them in saying so, either ”

HALF MOOSE, HALF ELK.

A Produact of a Reglon Where the Deer
Family Congregates,

“No other locality is known where &
many of the genus Cervus are contained
together as in Kiftson county, in the north-
western corner of Minnesota,"” said (harles
Hallock, the sportaman and nature so-
dent, “Within an area of lesa than seventv-
five milea are found moose, elk. carihon
and the distinct wvarieties of blacktal
and whitetail deer.

“The two latter, gcarcely ever found
together, meet there. The caribou is =l
dom found elsewhere in company wih
either of them. Thera the elk contests
the easternmost limitsa of his presen
range, afd the caribou occupies the mo*
southern confinea of his, while the londly
moose, noblest of the Cervide, range
the middle ground of that great northern
thoroughfare of migration which rea-hes
from Nova Scotia to Alaska without a4
break or interruption.

“1 have seen a rare freak of nature. o
product of that occupancy of a sng's
range by so many different represenia
tives of one gemus, which shows the homs
of & moose and an elk, each perfectly doe-
veloped on one frontal bone, but all one
antler, half moose, half elk. What the
animal that wore these horns was= Ll |
was unable to agcertain, I should not =
}mm though that hybridity would ma

eft itaalf in the horna alone. Under 110
conditions of habitat hybridity wonll

not only be quite possible hur eves
natural.”
$2,300 FOR ONE FOX SKIN.

“He still made a game struggle, how-
ever, and it was only foot by foot that I
foreed him toward me. |
into the shallow water a few vards off |
the bar on which 1 stood. He caught |
sight of me and with a tug that wouly
have snapped a less substantial rod or |
line he turned and in spite of the brake {
I put hard on the reel with my thumb |
fled away into the river again a’ hundred
feat toward the Penunsylvania shore befdre
his strength failed

“Yet it was no light work to bring him
in again. 1 warped him along and the
gameness of the flsh was shown almunt]

ot him at last 1

every foot of the way by his still sturdy
I:Iungmi. now to the right, now to the
eft, now with a sudden spurt of strength
back imo the water behind him unti] 1
reel sang again and again. But he w
all the time t;umimi. and at last he ceasad
to fight against his fate and came into
the shallow water,
“Tired as he was, though, at sight of
me again he made another ummf and
turned to go back. Treached for my gaff.
It was gone from its place in my belt. 1
had lost it when 1 fell in the water re-
treating from the rush of the fish out
in the middle of the river

“Hore was an unlooked for dilemma
and one that might lose me my prize
now that it was within my grasp. 1
took the basa in hand again and soon he
came following the reeled in line. Right
on close to the sand bar he followed until
the wator was so shallow it did not cover
his body. Taking the line in my hand
s couple of feet above the hook 1 reached
carefully out to wslip my finger undor
the gills of the flsh as he lay apphrently
helpless in the shallow,

“My band was almost to his gill cover
when he ﬂuprﬂd out of my reach,
Mechanically brought him around
with & tug on the line. The 'uf landed
him half of his h\nfth on the bar, but
ita foroe, together with the weight of the
bhass, broke the hold of the hook in the
fish's jaw

“That bass seemed to know on the in-
stant that it was free, for with vigor aston.-
ulmu} in a thing apparently wo nearly
done for it gave a flop and randﬂl back
into the water. Then was when it was
fortunate for me that the Jersey shore

More Than Once a Black Fox Shin Has
Pald a Farm Morigage.

The pelt of the pure black fox |
highest priced fur on the market wavs the
Daily Conaular and Trade Repor's
sum of $2,300 has bean paid to a hreede
of black foxes in Prince Edwatd Islad
for ona medium gsized, flawless =k
exceptional beauty and lustre  Theave
age pricea per pelt, according tocoloran
quality, run from $300 to $in

The business ,of domesticating
breeding foxes has been carried on
this island for about twenty vears: it ¥
now past the experimental stages and
promises to develop into a pavit
dustry. n more than one instance he
prooeeda of the sale of a pure black |
skin has pald off a farm mortgage

The black fox is vory rare [li=
is marketed at London, where the o
able supply is offered at auction Io
timea a year. At the sale in Janum
1¥10, 171 pelts, varying from the =i
tinged to the pure black, wers ofieisl
this year the number at the midwints
sale was only 84

The black fox can be bred in conf
ment in all portfons of North Amorid
north of the forty-third degree of lutitud
By the application of the methods wh
have proven so successtul in Prince |
ward Island lhhimlmtry could be i
on with profit b the northern sections
Maine, {'Fﬂllunl. Now York, Michiow
Wisconsin and the States bordonos
southwestern Canada

The fox reaches full growth in {v
flght to nine months. The fur i= &
et in the months of December, Jani

and
n

[

and February, when the animal i~
2 to 3 years old. The highest

oare must be exercised in takng
skin. A drop of blood or the -
break or defect ruins the fur (v
mercial purposes.  To kill the fox

mothered or chloroformed while
’lned in ita hut or in & Rollow log.




